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day of the PublikeFaſt,) © 
Befare the Right Honourable Lords of 
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bt forth wo their appointment, 
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Sy Ps «x 7 
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IexEMIE® 3.22, the —_ of the Verſe, 


Behold, wee come vnto thee, for thor 
art the Lord,our God. 


x Ome wonderfull fight out 
of all queſtion was heere 
to beſeene;or elſe menne- 
uer durſt haue beene fo 
bold, as to haue called to 
the great God of heauen 
to beholdir it, Some pleaſing ſpe&acle our of 
all doubt wasto be exhibired,or elſe the great 
God of heauen would neuer haue vouchſa- 
fed the caſting downe of his gratious eye vp- 


on it. It was ſo indeed. A wonder aboue all. 


other wonders : the ſtony and rebellious 
hearts of men ſuddenly turned, into ſoft and 
obedient hearts. A ioyfull ſpeacle vato God 
aboue all other ſpetacles ; runnagate {er- 
uantsreturning vnto theſeruice of theirSoue- 
reigne Lord; rebellious children repenting, 

B _ - and 
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El ' and running as it were into the boſoms of 


: 
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theirgratious God, and louing Father, 1f wee 
willbeleeve him who is Truchit ſelfe, this is 
the principall, if not the onely ſight ypon 
earth, which giues contentment, and brings 
ioy vnto Heauen, vato the Saints, vnto the 
Angels, yea vntothe bleſled Trinity it (elfe. 
I hauechoſen this,asa Textfitting the preſent 
occalion, becauſe weare now doing the ve- 


ryſamething, which the Ifraclites then did: 


Fortell me, Ipray, what doe we intendb 

this ſolemne generall Aſſembly, or what doe 
wepretend by this publique Faſting,Praying, 
and humbling our ſelues vnder the hand of 
Almighty God,bur this ſerious proteſtation; 
Behold, we come pntothee, for thou art the Lord 
our God? Bold, prophane, and wretched 
men weaareaf wee deride our Maker,andcall 
ynto him, rthathe would out of heauen be- 


holdaSightheere vpon carth when intruth 


there is no ſuch Sight to bee feene, Durifull, 
holy, and happy men we are, if God looking 
downe from heauen, behold in vs,that which 
wepretend,and he expe&s.Now that we may 


\ thebettervnderſtand whatthis is,tket vscome 


ro a patticular conlideration of the Text ; 


which 
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anſwerof Gods people, vnto a Propoſition 
which God had made vntothem inthe words 
immediately going before, Gods propoliti- 
on was this ;:( O return? yee backſliding children, 
an1 I will heale your rebellions) The 1ſraclites 
anſwerhereunto,isvery punQuall and dire&. 
(Behold, we come vnto thee for thou art the Lord, 


our God,) In which anſwer, we may obſerue 


theſetwo generall parts: 

1, Aproteſtation of their ſincere obedi- 
ence, ( Behold,wee come onto thee ) 

2, A declaration of the motiuc inducing 
them thereunto, For rhou art the Lord,our God, 

This proteſtation conliſts not of many 
words,and'yetjit containes many-matters of 
preatimportance; which Iwill ſpeakeof in 
order,as thewordsſhall ofterthem vnto me. 

1. The firſtis rhe Inward Obedience of 


their Hearts, implied inthe word, Ecce,Behold: 


For howſocuer the Heart bee not expreſlely 
named, yet this Ecce, calls asit were vpon 
God, totake notice ofthe ſecret reſolution of 
their hearts, and to behold their obedience, 
in bowing and bending of them, vnto his 


moſt iuſt, and holy commands, 1n all accep- 
B 2 cable 


which isnothing clfe, bur a ſhort and dire& 


Seneca, 
| 
| 
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* rableobedience ynto God, the Heart mit 
 bethe ringleader : if that be wanting, the ſee-" 


minggood actions ofa Heartlefſe Chriſtian, 
arebutlikethe walking or ſtirring of a liueles 
body, which afftrights many, butpleaſeth no 


beholder. Omnia honeſta opera voluntas inchoat. 
Itisthe Heart orWill, which giues the begin- 


ning vnto euery good aQion ; andthisisit 
which inthefirlt placethe iſraclites preſented 
vnto God: And ſurely there wasgood reaſon, 
anda iuſt cauſe of their ſo dooing. 

Firſt, becauſe their ynfaithfull and ſtub- 
borne heart was it, that had lead them out in- 
toopenrebellion againſt God, and therefore 
it was neceſſarily required, that a loyall and 
obedientheart,ſhould alſo be theiy Leader,in 
this their Submiſſion, and comming in vnta 
Almighty God, Againe, whenſocuer God 
calls vnto a Sinner toreturne ; his meaning is, 
thathis heartſhould firſt anſwer ynto the call. 
My Sonne giue me thy heart ; and Hebrewes the 
10.22, Let vs draw neere Vnto God with a true 
heart,. As good Ray behinde ;as come when 
God calls,and leaue our hearts behinde, Laſt 
ofall, itis the Heart vpon which Gods eyes 
are principally fixed, whenſocucr we preſent 

| our 
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our humble ſeruicevnto him: and itis one of 
his Royall Prerogatiues, tobethe Diſcerner 
of Hearts, Wee may theretore well ſuppoſe, 
that theſe Iſraelites durſt neuer haue called 
God to Behold their comming, bad not their 
hearts beenetheir leaders, For they could not 
be ignorant of that peremptoty concluſion, 


( If Iregard Wickedneſſe in my heart,the Lord will 7/455. 1%+ 


not heare me, Now if any manaskeme whence 
camethisadmirablechange,that men of bra- 
{enforeheads, and iron hearts, aredo ſudden- 
ly become men of humble, ſoft, andreligi- 
ous hearts, all that I cananſweristhis : The 
ſame God that had long called yntothem for 
their hearts, had now art length giuen them 
new hearts, and a new ſpirit, "and had taken 


theſtony heart out eftheir body, as the Pro- 


Chap 26. 
” Vere 26, 


phet Ezekiel ſpeakey, Bona-voluntas eſt homi- 7roſper- 


nis propria,ſed Neo inſpirante concepta, A good 
will, or a good heart, isa mans-ovne when he 
hath it : but it isthe divine 1nſpiration from 
whence hee hath it. /Let vs now fora while 
leaue the conliderationof theſe Iſraclites,and 
their new hearts, and cotmme-to conlider our 
owne. Weall make the ſameproteſtation this 
day, of our obedient and periitent hearts 
B3 which 
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which they did. Wee all in effe& intreate | 


GOD tolooke downe from heautn, and 
to Behold this vnfeined and ſincere reſo- -| 
lution of our Hearts, Take heede of | 


drawing neere vito G OD with your 
lippes,and remoouing your hearts farrefrom 
him.Be ſure ofthat conſtant reſolution which 
wasin holy Dauid,when he madethis profe(- 


ſion: I defire to doe thy good will (OmyGod) yea 


thy law is within my heart, Pars primabonitatis 
eſt cvelle fieri bonum. The firſt part of goodneſle, 
is to hauethe Will otbecinggood, Icannot 
pierce into your hearts, and ſee your ſecrer 
intentions and purpoſes : God can, and 
doth,and yourowne heartsalſo can anddoe 
take notice of your inward reſolutions, Hath 
any man therefore had a filthy, luſtfull, and 
adulterous heart ; aske it whetherit beenow 
reſolued tokeepeit ſelfe a pure, chaſte, and 
vndefiled heart, Hath any man had acoue- 
tous or an ambitious proud heart, let him 
ſearch into it, and ſee whether itnow be 
reſolucd, to renounce the world, with all the 
vaine pompe and pride thereof, Hath any 
man had an yncharitable, contentious, and 


malicious heart ; let him examine himſclfe, 
whether 


| 


To 


| whether hee bee fully bent to purge one this 
=; | old and ſowre leauen of maliciouſneſſe or 
O- || no. 
of | [fouroutward humiliation be ſeuer'd from 


wr | this inward reſolution, Whartisit but (as Ter- {9 Mee 
m | zullianſpeakes) lmpictatis ſecrera ſuperficialibus | 
officys obumbrare, Toi hide the depths of wic- 
{ | kedneſſeyndera Superficies ofholines.l hope 
4 | thereisnoneſuch here; burit there be, ler 
'5 | them know, that a diſlembling Nation is ſti- 
"> | led, The People of Gods wrath ; becauſe hypo. ©/ E/ay 10. 
critesare(to yſethe Philoſophers phraſe) ir PR 
| vhimaQ proximadiſpofitione, inthelaſt, nec- 

reſt, and fitteſt diſpoſition, to take freatthe 
; deuouring flame of Gods wrath, In this day 
1 therefore of our ſolemne Faft,and of our pro- 

felled new obedience, it much imports vsto 
 beſurethat wee are ſound, and not rotten at 
| the heart ; leaſt when wee ſhall come 


Fe 
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hereafter to pleade with God, as thoſe hyps- 
! criticall lewes did ; why haue we faſted,and thou Eſay 58. 
5 ſeeſt it not, Why baue wee puniſhed our ſelues, 
| "and thou regardeſ] it not? VVee receiue the 
ſame anſwer. Behold, in the day of your faſt, yee 
ſecke your owne will ; Beho1d, you faſt to ſtrife and 
debate, It there be in our hearts a reſolution 
onely 


. 


tI 


onely of abſtaining from meate and drinke 
for certaine howres, butno purpoſe of wai- 
ning our ſelues from our owne wills, all out- 
ward{hews of intended reformation, will but 
make'to ourdeeper condemnation. Qu; lau- 


aatur ab hominibus vituperante Deo, non ſaluabi- - - 


fur ab hominibus damnante Deo,He whois prai- 
{ed of men, whilſt God accuſeth him, cannot 
be ſaued by men, when God will condemne 
him.But [am charitablyperſwaded,that euery 


one of vs, whothis day preſent our {clues vn- 


rothe view of God, hath brought with him a 
new heart,fully reſolued vpon anew and holy 
hte. 

2, There is a ſecond point now to bee 
conſidered inthis Proteſtation of their obe- 
dience; and thartis, the outward performance 
anſ{werabletotheinward reſolution and pur- 
poſe of their hearts: wherein[ will firſt ſpeake 
briefly ofthe Actit ſelfc,and then of the ſeue- 
rall circumitances conſiderable in the ſame 
AQ, This At God exprefſethby the name 
of Returning ; ( Oreturne yee diſobedient chil 
aren,) The liraclites termeit Comming, (Be- 
hold, we con: vntothee.) Both words note vn- 
ro ys one andthe very ſame thing; to wit,the 


forſaking 
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9. 
forſaking of our wicked and finnetull waies 
and the walking in the yndefiled way of 
Gods Commandements, For as {inne, is 
Auerfio a Creatore, 7 conuerfio ad creaturam, An 
inordinate turning from God vato the crea- 
ture ; ſoonthe contrary, Godlineſle orrigh- 
teouſneſſe, is a turning from the vaine crea- 
ture, anda Returning or comming vntoGod 
our Creator. Ad Deum non locis mouemur ſed Auguft. 
moribus. Wecome ynto God,not by ſhifting 
ofplaces, but by changing of our manners 
and practiſes, Comming vato the Church 
(as now we doe) is but comming vnto the 
materiall houſe of God: ceaſingto doeeculll, 
praQiilingro doe well, that is ourtrue retur- 
ning vato God, Let the wicked forſake his #.,5.7. 
' Wates, and the Mnrighteous bis owne imaginati- 
ons, andreturne pntothe Lord, It therebe not 
this outward practiſe, anſwerable ynto the 
pretended\inward obedience of our hearts; 
out of queſtion the former pretenſe was but 
falſe and counterfeit. Nemo veraciter dicit,vo> p,,;;.,:, 
lo,” qui non facit illud quod pofeſi, No man true- 
ly faies: Iam in Will and Heart reſolued, vn- 
leſſe according to his ability,heindeauourto 


performehis reſolution. 
C But 
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But euery man will alleage for himſelfe, 
thathe is none of thoſe that come vnto God 
in pretended reſolutions of obedience ; hee 
comesin deed, thar is, in the praiſe of a 
Godly life. Let vs examinealittlethetruth of 
thisallegation, There is but one way ofcom- 
ming vnto God; there are many crooked by- 
paths ( yet broad and. beaten waics too) 
which carry vsquite away from him. He who 
walkesin the way, which Gods Word hath 
chalked out vnto him,he and none but he, is 
comming vnto God ; and how few beethere 
that care either to finde or follow this way ; 
They which follow the guidance oftheirown 
corrupt and crafty reaſon, may- come vnto 
wealth or worldy preferment, but certainely 
by this way they can neuer come vntoGod: 
and how many bee there that wander in this 
way all theirlite long, Burt the Apoſtle hath 
giucn them their doome.. The: vaturall max 
perceines not the things which axe of God, neither 
can he, forthey are foolſhneſſe- pnto him, They 
which follow the bent of their owne ſenfuall 
appetite, may wallow in bodily and filthy 
pleaſures ;. but by this way they can-neuer 
come to God, nor to thoſe pleaſures which 


are 
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areat bis right hand for eucrmore.[_aſt ofal,they 
which walke inthe way) wherein the Multi- 
tude walkes, and follow qnel y the faſhions of 
the preſent time,they may at lengtharriue at 
that place, wherethey ſhall meere with moſt 
company, but neuer there where they ſhall 


mecte with God,andthe beſt and moſt bleſſed 


company. Tritifima queque via maxime deci- Sencca, 


pit. The moſt beaten and broad way, leads vs 
fartheſt outofthe right way, What therefore 
remaines, but onely this 2 If thou wouldeſt 
haue affurance, thatthou art in the number of 
thoſethartrucly come vnto God,ſce whether 
chou takeft his word for 4 lanterne onto thy 
feete, and alight pnto thy paths ;for this aloneis 
the ſtraight way chalked out by God, and 
bringing men vnto G OD, And let this 
ſuffice forthe AR of our coming vato God; 
the Circumſtances of this at muſt now bee 
handled, which arein number three. 
Thefirſt,is the Generality of the perſons 
returning or comming vato God, implied 
inthe word, Wee; thatis, All wee, the whole 
Congregation, Behold, wee come, Had not 
their-comming beene a ioynr and. generall 
comming, they could not thereby haue ob» 
. Ca tained , 
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tained that which they ſought for, Whatwas 
that? Theremoouall of ſuch heavie iudge- 
ments as lay ypon them, and the auerting of 
more heauie, which by the Prophets were 
threatned againſt thcum., A particular man 
by returning vatoGod, may turne away a par- 
ticular judgement hanging ouer his owne 
head ; bur where the rebellion hath beene 
generall, and wheretheiudgement prepared 
is ſome generall calamiry, there itmuſt bee a 
generall conuerſion and comming vnto God, 
that muſt turne away his wrath, Noah, Dani- 
el,or ob, may dcliuer their owne ſoules b 
their particular repentance, but they-ſhall 
{aue neither ſonnes, nor daughters,they one- 
ly ſhall be deliuered,bur the land ſhall be wa- 
fted. If the Sea \roare and ſwell, threatning 
to breake downe the' banks, and ouerflow 
ſomelarge plaine; it is not the care of one or 
two in keeping or repairing their banks, that 
can preuent the inundation : even ſo when 
God, (that I may vfe the phraſe of the Pro- 
phet Jeremy ) ſhall roare from about' againib'a 
nation, and bz ready to ſwallow them vp: 1fthere 
be not a getierall indcauour in Roppinghim 
from making a breach,the inideuours of fome 
| few 
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few cannot preuentthedeluge of his wrath, 
Would wetherefore (the peopleofthisland) 
preuent a generall calamity, which out of 
doubt hangs ouer our heads for our generall 
\ impiety; let vs troope together, and one call 
vpon another ; Come let ps rerurne ronto the, Ho 5. 
Lord, for he bath ſpoilzd vs and he will heale -vs, 
he hath wounded ys, and hee will Linde ys vp a- 
gaine, Lt the chiltrenof lſrael,and the children {* 50 
of Iuda Come Togetber,and weeping ſecke the Lord ® 
thzir God: Ia briefe, Jet vs all ioyning toge- 
| | ther,hands, hearts,and voices, ſay truely and 
vafcinedly vato God, Behold, wee come onto 
th:e ; and then there is no doubt to be made, 
buthe will turne away his fierce wrath from 
Vs, But alaſſe, what hope or likelihood is 
thereof ſuch aioynt and generall returning 
vato God? Euery man indeed ſcemes wil- 
ling that others ſhould turne from their (tas 
and come vato God, but the moſt are del1- 
rousto ſay behinde themſclues, or to be the 
very laſtin this returne, The Laity are much 
troubled, and heartily gricuedat the Scanda- 
lousſinsof the Clergy, and by all meanes 
they would haue vs forced to come vnto God 
ioyntly and generally, without leauing any 
CG 2 Gne 
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14. 
one ſtraglerof our company behinde ys, But 
when the matter concernes th:m{clues, I ſee 
no ſuch generall diſpleaſure againſt their 
owne fins, no ſuch care or indeauour to re- 


'rurne ioyntly and generally ynto God intheir 


owneperſons, And I amatfraid wee ofthe 
Clergy arc quit with themin the ſame kinde: 
inueighing mightily againſt rheirſins, and 
cryingaloud vatothem, Rerurne, and yetin 
the meanetime going on in our own, I might 
ſay the ſame of the grearand mighty men of 
theland,compared with the poorer and mea- 
ner ſort of people. Both haue their proper 
and knowne faults ; each of them are won=- 
drouscarneſtthatthe other might be reclai- 
med, and neither ſo forward asthey ſhould 
be, in reforming themſclues, I ſee but one 
way to make vs come ioyntly and Generally 
vnto God andthartis, if wecan fall amongſt 
our {clues at an ynwonted and vnheard of, 
but moſt allowable and happy ftrife, who 
thall berthe firſt in comming vnto God. Iam 
{ure there is euery where ſtrife more then e- 
nough for worldly precedence : I would I 
were able tokindlein your hearts a fpirituall 


'ambition about this Holy Precedence , in 


cOm- 


15, 
comming ynto God, Let vs.of the Clergie 
begin the contention;and as we haue a prero- 
gatiue of more neereand ſpeciall attendance 
ypon God inregardof ourſacred fun&ion: 
ſo let vs ſtriue to come firſt and neereſt vnto 
him in holines of conuerſation. If we prooue 
dull and flacke herein, you theNobles,the 
Magiſtrates, the great men of the kingdome;, 
ſtep forth, and claime your priuiledge, The 
high Officers of the Kingdome in Ciuill mar. 
ters challenge a right of precedence before 
other men : bur this isnotall; rake notice I 
pray, of yourfull right. Youareſtiledand in- 


rolled, Officers of Gods Kingdome, and there« 1/4.6. 
fore you muſt hold your precedence, as well ©*/* + 


in the Seruiceof God as of the King. 1f nei- 
ther Prieſtsnor Nobles, Miniſters nor Magi- 
ftrares,will putinfor thisrightofprecedence: 
youof the commonalrty , you of the loweſt 
and meaneſt ofthe commonalty, ſtriueto get 
the precedence from ys both. Itis neither 
prjde nor cuill manners, in thiscaſe tothruſt 
pþcforeyour betters. Nay , in ſo doing,-you 
make your {clues more holy then your Prieſts 
morenoblethen your Princes, It wasthe ſay- 
ing of a Philoſopher ; Philoſophia ſkemma non . 
inſpicit, 
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inſpicit, The Diuine may fay as truly ; Theolo- 
giaſtemmanoninſpicit ; Divinity lookes nor vp- 
on pettigrees. Hee is nobly borne, whois 
borne againe of the Spirit ; he is honourable, 
who makes it his honor, to be one of the firſt 

BY Z::/. 19, and formoſt in Gods ſeruice, There is a ſeede 

| [ 20. of man which is an honourable ſeede:. and this ho- 

nourable ſeede are they which feare the Lord, 
l Now my wiſh and prayer vato God , and my 
k earneſt exhortation vnto you is this; that you 
| would all grow ambitious of this honour,that 
you would lay aſide all otherſtrife, and make 
| this your onely ſtrife, who ſhallfirſt Ieaue his 
|| | ſinnes, who ſhall firſt come vnto God. It this 
| ſtrife were once a foot amongſt ys, no doubt 
| but weſhould come iointly and generally vn- 

to God, asthelfraclites here did. 

2 The ſecond Circumſtance obſeruablein 
this Comming of the [{raelizes vnto God, is 
now to be conſidered; whichis, the Celeritie 

| or preſent haſte vied inthis their Comming, 

p : (Wee Come ) inthe preſent Tenſe ; not wee 

comeerelong, not we will conſider vpon it \ 

when will bee our fitteſt rime to come vnto / 
thee.No ſuch matter, Hereis obedience with- 


outdelay, preſent comming, anſwerable vn- 
to 
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to Godspreſent calling. When God calls vp- 
on {infull men to repent and returne vnto 
him, the moſt giue him an anſwer, notynlike 
that which Fel:x gaue vnto Paul, Goe thy way :A@.24-26. 
for this time, and when Thaus conuenient time, I 
will call for thee againe, But we muſt not refuſe 
Godsconuenienttime, and thinke to make 
him waite vpon our conuenient time.Nogthe 
practiſe of theſe Ifraclites muſt bee our pat- 
terne and inſtruction, Obedientia non diſcutit Proſp. 
Dei mandata, ſed facit, Tru obedience doth 
not debate the caſe when Godcommands, 
bur preſently falls in hand with executing his 
command.Excellent isthatexample of faith- 
full Abraham, God ſaith vnto him,Get thee out Geneje 12. 
of thy countrey, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy Farhers houſe , conto the land that I 
will /bew thee, And ſo Abraham preſently de- 
parted, Euen ſo when GOD bids the true 
ſeed of faithfull Abraham, to leaue their cor- 
rupt affe&jons, to forſake their wonted 
wickedcourſes, and come into that land of 
Rightcouſnefle which heeſhewes vatothem, 
they preſently leaue theone, and come.into 
the other. Delay is alwaiesdangerous in mat- 


ters of importance, bur in this our comming 
ynto 


wall 
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ynto God, it drawesthree Miſchiefes after it, 

and they are mighty miſchiefes too, 
The firſt is, an vnſpeakeable and intollera- 
bleIndignity, offered vnto the Sacred Maie- 
ſtie of God himſelfe.For when God calls vs to 
come ynto him, What ſtates vs from com- 
ming, vpon whom doe we waite in the Inte* 
rim 2 vpon whom (as much asinyvs lies) 
doe wee make the great God of heauen to 
waite? Iwill tell you. Itis our ownebaſe and 
ſinfull luſts which ſtay our comming vnto 
God, For asthe new married man anſwers 
inthe Goſpell vnto Gods invitation ; I haue 
married a wife, Icannot come; ſolinfull men an» 
ſwer when God inuites them to come vnto 
him by truc repentance ; We are weddedto 
eurowneluſts ; wee cannot come. But who 
hath madethis marriage betwixtthine owne 
hearr,and thy (infull luſt? Who is it that per- 
ſwades thee, to forſake the. commands of 
God thy Father, and of HolyCharch thy Mo- 
ther, andto cleaue vnto this ſtrumpet, which 
thou calleſtthy wife? Sure the Author of this 
' tsneither better nor worſe,but euen the diucll 
himſelfe. Now conſider ſeriouſly; is thein- 
hnite Majeſty ofthe great God of heauen,afit 
Subic& 


Luke 14+ 20. 


19, 

Subie&tohaue ſuch a ſcorneand contume] 
put vpon him? What carthly King would not 
{torme and rageatthendignity,ifcalling one 
of his ſeruantsto come vntohim, heſhould 
anſwer: Sir I am ſporting with ſome of mine 
1dle companions, and therfore your Highnes 
mult bee content to waite my better leiſure, 
But it hereunto hee ſhould adde ; heere is an 
old Rebell and Arch-traitor againſt your Ma- 
ieſty, who perſwades menot ro come at your 
call, and Imuſt be raled by him ; this would 
apgrauate thomatrter, and make it bee taken 
farre more hainoully, This in effe&is all that 
the Fornicator, the Drunkardgthe Couetous, 
the Ambitious perſon hath to ſay for him- 
ſelfe, why vpon Gods call he comes not pre- 
ſcntly vnto him, His (infull luſts1ntreate bim 
ro imbrace them yeta little while longer: and 
the diuell whiſpers vnto his heart ; Da mz! 
quod preſens eſt, Deo quod futurum eſt,mibi florens 
eratis ili reliquias. Giue me the preſent time, 
allow'God theFuture, giue meethe flower of 
thy youth,let God haue the bran ofthine old 
age.Thus wretched mento the infinite diſho- 
nour of their Creator, let the diuell take his 
choice, and put God to waite for his lea- 
D 2 uings; 
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uings; which in all likelihood will in the end 
proue either nothing, or worſe then nothing, 
The ſecond Miſchicfe which followes vp- 
onit, when wee come not preſently at Gods 
call, is the manifold wrongs and Hurt which 
thereby wee doe vato our owne ſoules, 
Vicked men whilſtthey linger on the time of 
their returning vato God, thinke that the 
doe Their Soules great pleaſure, ar leaſt that 
they doethem no greatharme: but they con- 
{idernot that whilit the Soule takes her ſinful] 
pleaſure, {hcewithall takes her deadly bane, 
Shee falls into a Conſumption of ſpirituall 
grace, if euerſhce were indued therewithall: 
and is not a Conſumption a dangerous di- 
ſeaſe. Shee contracts a Schirrus, or ſpiritvall 
hardnefle, which makes the Soule ſcarcely 
penetrable by the dew of grace whenſocuer 
itfallsvpon it; andisnot this a grieuous ma- 
lady ? Laſt ofall(if God be not wonderfully 
mercifull) ſhee comes to haue a cauterized 
conſcience,and tobe giuen ouer vnto a.Re- 
probate ſenſe, which is oltimiun Terribilium, 
thelaſtand moſt terrible euill that can befall 
2 man, whois not yetin hell. Theſe things 


conlidered ſhould make a Chriſtian who hath 


any 
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any care of his own ſoule,to beware of the di- 
uels Dilemma, who alwaies aduiſeth men in 
the point of R epentance, as the Philoſopher 
didinthecaſe of marriage. If a young man 
aske his counſel], when ihall I repent, and re- 
turne vnto God y his anſwer will be, Nondum, 
notyet,it is a great deale too ſoone. Ifanold 
man aske him the: ſame queſtion, his anſwer 
will bee, Nunquam, not atall, it isnow much 
too late.Butwe may build vpon it, that when- 
ſocuer Godcalls ynto vs,(asatthis very pre- 
ſent hee doth ynto; ys all, ) it is neither too 
foone nor too late, and therefore let young 
and old preſently comeynto him, 

The third and laſt'Miſchiefe, whichat- 3 
rends ypon Dclay,is a Number of vaknowne 
dangers, whereupon ſuch men put them- 
{clues, euery moment that they continue im- 
penitentin theirſins, They trifle away their 
time, and delay their comming vnto God; 
but in the 'mcane time who can aſſure them 
that Gods vengeance will delay the com- 
ming vnto them ? Itis{fafe and wiſe counſel; 
Make no tarrying toturne pnto the Lora, and put x. . 
it not off from day to: day : for ſuddenly ſhall the 
Trath of the Lord breake forth, and in thy ſecuri- 
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fy ſhale thoube deſtroied, Thelongerthou ma+ 


keitthe patience of God, expe thy returne, 


the heauier will the load of Gods iudgments 
lightypon thee, for not returning. 90 diutius 
expeFtat,durius damnat,The longer hewaites, 
the harder he ſtrikes: Doſt not thou tremble 
rothinke, that whilſt thou art ſporting with 
thy ſinfull luſts, God may be Swearing in his 
wrath, that thou ſhalt neuer enter into his reſt ? 
Whar was it but delaying tocome when God 
called, which drownedthe old world, which 
conſumed Sodom with fire and brimſtone,and 
which at length carried. away the [ewes into 
the Babylonian Capriuity ?- And why may 
not England feare, leſt by the ſame fault, wee 
ſuddenly draw vpon vs the like deſtruRion ? 
Oconfider this, yee that forget God, leaſt he teare 


Perſe 22+ © youin peeces, and there be none to deliuer you, O 


conſider this yee that feare God ; and that he 
may imbrace you within hisarmesof mercy, 
ſay preſently vnto him from an vnfeined re- 
ſolution; Behold, wee come vnto thee. 

Hauing ſpoken of the Generalityof the 
Perſons which muſt come, and ofthe Preſent 
haſteto beemade in comming; the laſt Cir- 


cumſtance remaines; 'which is, the Dire& 
Courſe 


29s 


Courſe heere vſed: (Wee come onto Thee.) 
They comein a moſt Dire line vnto God 
himſelfe; 4nd in this ſtreightline,they mooue 
not onely towards him,ortill they comeſom. 
whatneere him, but they come vp cloſe vnto 
him ; neuer reſting, vntill they cometo reſt, 
aSit werein his very boſome, This alone is 
the Streight, Short, and perfe& wayof com- 
ming vato God ; other courſcs,are but croo- 
ked by-paths,or circular compaſlings,and will 
not anſwer the expectation of the Commers, 
as [hall be cleered vnto you inthe particulars, 

It isarule in naturall Fhiloſophie, Omnis 
morus eft propter indigentiam ; Euctie thing 
moues for ſupplying ſome want wherein it 
ſtands, Now the ſinner by this motion which 
we.call Repenting, Returning,Conuerting or 
Commaing (for all isone ) ſeckes after three 
things, whereof noone canbehad , butby 
comming dire&ly vnto God himſeltfe for it, 
And the leaſt of theſe three things is'ofmore 
worth,then all the wealth,all the honour,yea 
all the world befides': andtheretore muſt be 
duly ſought. 

Thefirſt is Venia, Pardon for all our {innes 


yon for obtaining whereof, who can ima- 
oine 
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oinea more proper and dire courſe,then to 
come immediately and dire&ly vato Godthe 
Father, by the TrueIVay, God the Sonne, ta- 
king for our guide God the Holy Ghoſt > In 
this motion there is no crooked turning into 
by lanes, no circular and friuolous running in 
a round, but a moſtdire&and ſtreightcom- 
ming vnto God, And this is iuſt as God 
would haue it, O Tjrael, if thou returne, returne 
runto mee , ſaith the Lord :. 1,cuen Tambee,that 
putterb away thine iniquities for mine owne jake, 
And therefore Tertullian ſaid well in this caſe ; 
Quo fugiampenitenao, nifiad eins miſericordian 
cuts poteſtatem contempſerampeccando ? Vnta 
whom hall Iflie for pardon inrepenting, but 
vnto his mercy, whole power I contemnedin 
{inning 2 Andas for pardon of faults, ſolike- 
wile for Releaſe from Puniſhments which we 
feele or feare, the ſame dire& courſe ynto 
God muſt bee holden. For the ſame hand 
which hath wounded vs, can onelyheale ys, 
the ſame mighty arme which hath broken ys, 
can -onely binde vs vp againe, asthe Prophet 
ſpeakes. The young Prodigall whenhecame 
ro his right minde, ynderſtood that none but 
his Father could cither pardon his faults, or 
| free 
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free him from his miſeries: and therefore his 
reſolution is ; 1willariſe , and goe to my Father, Luke 15. 
and ſay ; Father Ihaue finnedagainſt heauen, and 

before thee, tc. You knowthe gratiousenters 
tainment which hee found, Shall wee then 

when weefinde our ſelues troubled in conſci- 

ence withthe gailr of ourſinnes, hope toget 
abſolution and remiſſion trom ſinnefull men, 
ſtanding inas much needof remiſſibn as out 
ſelues? By no meanes: For,albeit che miniſtery 1 cor.g, 
of Reconciliation be committed vnto men ; yet /7/-18: 
there was neucr man inueſted with the Au- 
thority of Remiſſion, but onely the manChrist 
Eſus, who was Godand Manin vnity of Per. 
ſoft. Shall wee whenwee!feele the {marr of 
Gedsſcourges, ortremble for feare of ſome 
furute puniſhments, hopetocleere the ſcore 
by purchaſing ſome plenaty Indulgence 
from Chriſts pretended Vicar. Away with 
ſuch foolcry. Let the Pope firſt prooue that 
he needsnopardon forhisowne fins, or that 
hecan pardon himſelfe, and then let hinttrie 
what good his pardon'candoeynto others. 
And as for'rcleaſe: from any puniſhment, 
wiiereunto God hath adiudgedaſinnet, Tam 
ſure xbat if irwere'bat! one fir bfxbilining 
rt el E ague, 
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ague, the Popes plenary Indulgence, with 
that molt fauourable and liberall clauſe, 
Quantum fe extendunt claues Petri,can doe him 
no helpe or good at all. Doe weetherefore 
ſecketo be freed fromthe burden of fin which 
prefieth our conſciences, or from the burden 
of puniſhment which lies ypon our backes,or 
hangs ouer our heads; Jet. ys take the onely 
ſtreight atd dire way, whiich is, by a true 
Faith, and anew life tocome ynto Godzand 
in ſo doing wee may aſſure our ſclueg of fin- 
dingthat which wecome for, 

Thereis a ſecond wantto wit,of fanQifyin 
Grace,which the penitent ſoule hopes to haue 
ſupplied ;for ſupply whereoftherceis no other 
poſſible way,but onely this, tocome direQly 
and immediately ynto God. For: this grace 
whereby wee are enabled and ſtrengthened 
to leade a godly Righteousand Sober lifeis a 

ift that comes from aboue from the Father of 
Lights; and therefore if any man lacke this 
heauecnly gift, et him come to a5keit of God, 
whichgiueth to all men liberally; and reprocheth 
no man, as theſame Apoſile peaketh.Toim- 
print this le{ſon-in our heaxts,/ Blefſed Sainr 
Paul makes it:a viuall Salutation in the tore- 


front 
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front of his Epiſtles; Grace aud Peace from God Row, rv 7. 


our Father, and from the Lord leſus Chriſt, The 
very heathen Philoſopher had ſome glimme. 


ring of this Truth, that mans goadnefle is 


Gods gift: which made him ſay, Bonus wir 
fine Deo nemo eſt.Nulla finz Deo bona mens, There 
is no good man; nor no goodmindein an 

man without God, Doth the ſoule therefore 
of any man hunger and thirſt after righte- 
oulnelle,doth itlong roberefreſhed with the 


Seneca, 


dew of diuine grace, ſecke it at the Fountains rr.2.13. 


of liuing wat:rs, and notin broken pitts , which 
can bold no ſuch precious water, Some are {o 
fooliſh as rothinke ſpiricuall grace may bee 
found in holy water, in Reliques andſuch like 
ſuperſtitious obſeruations. Some hope to 
ferchir from Rome, Loretto or Jeruſalem by a 
tedious and long pilgrimage. Some ſuppoſe 
the direQeſt and readicſt way, is tobegge it 
of the Saints, and eſpecially of the Bleſſed 
Mother of our Sauiour Chriſt, But God con- 
ucigheth nothis grace into rthe{oules of men, 
thorough any.of thoſe channels, Wee mult 
come ynto him for it, and'in the vie of his 
ordinances, wee {hall recciue heauenly grace 


immediately fromthe handofour heauenly 
E > Father, 
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Parifienſis, Father, Gratia immediate ex iþſo Fonte d fc en- 


dit in cor humanum, alium aFyeum, aut aliam cau- 


fam non habet, Grace doth immediately de- 
{cendintothe heartof a man, from God the 


Fountaineof grace; other courſe or other 
cauſe it hath none, All rhereforethatthirſt af- 
rer:this ſanifying grace muſt come direaly 
vntoGodfor it, Here euery man will be rea- 
dy-to:ſay;thereis none of vs ſo wretched and 
prophane that comes not directly and daily 
vnto God, for this giftof heauenly grace. 1 
will ſhew you whatmanner of menrefuſero 
do this; and thenl willleauecitto cuery mans 
own conſcience, whether hee be in the num- 
ber, orno. Thoſe who hnde notthemſelues 
ouer-preſled, and wearied vaderthe burden. 
oftheir ſinnes : Thoſe who feele not in them» 
ſelues a hungring and chirſting after righte- 
ouſnes ; thoſe that care not forthe meanes of 
obtaining grace; to wit,Prayer,the Word,the 
Sacraments : In bricfe, thoſe that are more 
deſirous to.enioy their finfull luſts, thento, 
ſubdue and conquer them : theſc , -and all 
theſe refuſe to come vnto'God for his ſanat= 
tying grace. Nay, Lmay gocaſtepturther ; 
o God come & offer his grace yntoany thus 
_ diſpoſed, 


29, 
diſpoſed, they are ready rothcuſt it backe, 
and had much rather obtaine from God (if it 
werepoſſible) a diſpenſation toliue ſtill after 
the ſinnefull luſtes of their owne hearts, than 
a power and ſtrength to ouercome the ſinne- 
full luſtes of their owne hearts, If GO D 
ſhould preſently offer ynto vsall, our choice 
of theſe two; how many of vs would be at a 
ſtand which to chooſe 2 How many may we 
uultly fuſpet would chooſethelatter, and the 
worſer part ? 1 preſſe thisno further; Let e- 
uery man iudgeof himſelt by that which hath 
been faydpwhether he fay vnto God, astheſe 
Iſraelites did, Behold Icome vntothee, tor thy 
ſancifying grace. 

Now there remainsthe third and laſt thing 
whichaſinnerreturning ſeekes after, and that 
is Glory,or Erernall life, There wereno great 
benefit reaped by comming vnto God for par- 
don of our miſdeedes, and graceto liue well, 
iftheſe twodrew notafterthem the benefitof 
eternall life But when we have truly repen- 
ted, obtained pardon, and indeuoured our 
beſt to lead a new and holy life ; forall this 
our conſciences will tell vs, that we fall ſhort 
at deſeruingeternalllife, Surely then there is 
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but'onedire&courſe to obtaine it, and that 1s 
by addreſling our ſclues as humble petitio- 
nersvatoGod, and ſaying : Behold wee come 
ontothee, to begge that which we know wee 
cannot merit, For all haue fined, and are depri- 
ued of the glory of God , and haue no other hope to 
obraine it , but by way of free gift , through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, 'And yetletmetell you this ; 
that if we come vnto God for it aswe ſhould, 
that is, by faith and bolineſſe of life : this verie 
comming isa moſt certain leading way there- 
unto, though not a deſeruing cauſethereof, 
It is a ſhort but a ſound determination of S, 
Bernard; that good works, or a godly lifeis, 
Viaregni, non cauſa regnandi, The Apoſtle hath 


2om.2- 2.7. taught vs the ſamedoatrine ; that by continu- 


ance in well doing, wee ſeeke glory and honour, and 
immortalitie and eternall life, But,alas, how ma- 
nie bethere inthe worldthat dream they ſeck 
after eternall life, and yer neuer take this di- 
rect courſe of comming vnro God forir? Will 
your proud Papiſiicall merit-mongers come 
ro God forit andbegge it athis hands 2 No 
ſure, They will rather vrge God to bring it 
vnto them,and paieitasa duedebr,which by 
their condigne merits they haue longagode- 
| {erued, 


31. 
ſerued, ſecundum 4quiualentiam rei adrem, as 
their Icluiticall Doors haue taughtthem to 
ſpeake, Doe prophane Epicures,and vngod- 
ly worldlings {ceke it by comming vnto God 
for it ? No queſtionlefle: They tatherſceke ir 
fromthediuell; as it they beleeuednot onel 


thar boaſting lye of his, Allrhe Kingdomes of Luke 4. / 


the earth are minezand ro whomſoeuer I'will, {giue 
them : But as if they beleeued thar whiclthe 
Father of lyesdurſt not affirme; thatthe king- 
dome of Heauert was at his diſpoſe, andthat 
by his ſeruiceit might be-gained. .Laſt of all, 

Doe hypocrites(thinke yon)and difſem blers 
cometo God foreternall life Nothing lcfle, 
They make aſhew ſometimes of comming to- 
wards God, & drawing vety neere vnto him, 
but in their hearts they atercſolued neuerto 
come at him.” It ſhould feeme they thinketo 
getinto heauen, not by comming ynto God 
in the ptaine anddiredt way of aliuely Faith 
and aholy life, but by decetuing God, and 
flipping in-ar ſome blinde back-dore of their 
owne making.  Buttoſhut vp thispoint, and 
withall the former partof my Text, Lereue- 
ry manthardefires cither pardon of hisſins, 


orteleaſefrom Gods iudgements, that hopes 
| either 
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either for infuſion of ſauQifying grace here, 
or participation. of cternall glorie heceafter, 
come.to Gqg for all theſe, and come tohim 
inthatdirca way. which he hath appointed, 
And thus nuuch for the l{raclites proteſtation 
of obedience. 


We are now cometo the other branch of 


my Text, which: containes a Declaration. of 
thoſe Moriues which induced them to obey; 
in theſe words.(For thou art the Lord our God.) 
Heere is a double chaine to binde menynto 
obedience, Theſtrong iron chaine of Gods 
infinite Power and vniuerſall dominion,which 
tiesall mcn alike ; (For hou art the Lord, )The 
pleaſant golden chaine of Gods ſpeciallloue 
and mercy,which in ſpeciallmannertiedtheſe 
Iſraelites vato him. ( Our God.) He thatac- 
knowledgeth God to be the vniuerſall and 
Oxiniporent Lord ouer all the world, feare 
ſhould driue him to obeyhis commands. He 
which belceues him to be His Godzloueſhould 
draw himtoobey his commands. He whom 
this double chaine cannot bindeyntoobedi- 
ence, is in afarre worlecale thenthatDemo- 
niackinthe Goſpell, Vbows. uo man could binde, 
no not with chaines, Let vs beginne with the 
former, God, 
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Gad is heere acknowledged, The Loyd. 
NotaLord, ouerthis or that Nation, within 
the precin&ts of this or thatplace ; but The 
Lord, ouer all nations,oueralkcountries, ouer 
all Lords,ouerall Creatures. F an The Lord, 
this is mywame,and my glor y I will not giue to ano- 
ther, Eſay 42.8. Now Godis fuck an vniucr- 
fall Lord,in three repeats: 

Firſt,he:isthe Lord Creator,that makes all » 
hisfubic&s.tharmakesthe-ſubie&s ofal other 
Lords, yea,thar makes the Lords themſclues, 
and that our of Nothing. Our bodies with all 
the members thereof, our foules with allthe » 
faculties rhevcof, are of his making. # is hee 
that made Y5,not m2 or felues.. Notour carthly  — 
parents; who were voable ro-frame'thelcaſt 
part of oar bodies, mucly more ynable to 
breath into vshuing ſoules. Qty filmu gencrar, Lakers. 
non babet poteſtatems v4 concipiatur,, vtnaſcatur, 
rot piuat. He which begets a childe, hath nei- 
therthe conceprion, the birth, narthe life of 
hisownechilde, withia thelimirsof his pow- 
er. Ifour Parentshad beene aur: Makers,wee 
hadbeene bur like deadidols, winch bawecyos 
and ſee not, cares and heare not, bands and handle 
nov, feet and waike: nar. This gueund!| wonke 
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becing now laid, that God, is the Lord of all 
men by creation, Ict ys conſider whatforce 
this ought to haue in drawing vs to obedi- 
ence, Firſt, I am ſure, that God himſclte 
iudgethit amoſt forcible motiue, Why elſe 
ſhould he ſerſuch a Memento vpon it? Remem- 
by thy Creator inthe daies of thy youth, Out of 
doubt God knew that it was impoſlible euen 
fora young man togrow rebellious,whilſt he 
remembers the Lordto be hisCreator. Why 
ſhould God charge cuery wicked and vngod- 


Dexe.32.18. ]y man, with an Oblitus es DominiCreatoris tui, 


Thou haſt forgot the Lord thy Maker z but that 
he knowes,ifthis werenet forgotten,hiscom- 
mands would neuer be diſobeyed. Not one- 
ly God,butall good men haue conceinedthe 
forceofthis motiuc to beſo great, that ypon 
the apprehenſionthereof,they preſently con- 
cludein their owne ſoules : Come let rvs fall 
downe and kneele before rhe Lord our Maker, 1f 
Grace were wanting, yer Reaſon is able to 
make this inference;|fGod be my fouereigne 
Lordby right of Creation, Icannotreſiſt him 
but ro mine ownedeſtruQion, For woe will be 
ronto bimthat ſtrives with his Maker. This rea- 
fon makesallcrcaturesthoughdeuoid of rea- 
ONE; ſon, 


EY 
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ſon,ready toobey atGodsbeck, God made 
the Sunne; and therefore if hce bid irſtand 
ſtill in the firmamentr, it dares not bur ſtand, if 
he bidit goe backe ſo many degrecs, it dares 
not but goe backe; though in its owne nature 
it reioyceth like a Gyantto runne his perpe- 
tuall courſe, God made thefire; therforc it he 
forbid, it daresnot burne the three children, 
no not ſ{inge ſo much as one haire of their 
heads, Thelike obedience to their Creator 
hath ſhewenirt ſelfe in the moſt fierce beaſts, 
inthe moſt rauening birds, in the moſt vene- 
mous Serpents. Whar ſhall we ſay then isthe 
cauſe,;that this moſt forcible reaſon, hath ſo 
little force in moouing reaſonable men vato 
obedience ? That whereas euery childeithe 
bee asked who made him, can preſently an- 
ſ[wer, God; yet few men when GOD who 
madethemaskes for their obedience, haue 
learned to anſwer from the heart, Behold we 
obey, 1 can giue no berterreaſonHKereotthen 
this: that men deceiue themſelues, whileſt 
they ſuppoſethey firmely belecue that as an 
Article of their faith, which they onely aſſent 
-ynto for company or faſhion ſake, becauſe 0- 
ther Chriſtians hold it for an Article. Such a 
15 E 2+ beleefe, 


a 


Tertillian, 
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beleefe, isbut alight opinion {winuning in 
the brainegit 1s no true and liucly faith,roored 
inthe heart, Such men when they call God 


| _ Creator, deale with him as the lewes 
_—4id 


with Chit ; who clothed him in a royall 
robe, and {alute lim withthe royal] titleof a 
King, and yet at the {ame 1ime they fcorne 
him, buffet him, and (pit in his face. Doth not 
the Drunkard, the Fornicator, the Swearer, 
and inaword curry bold and rebellious fan- 
ner deale with God in the ſame manner 2 He 
calls him his Creator, he bowes the knee yn- 
to him asto his Maker, and yet hefearcsnot 
to caſt the falth of his ſins into the veryeyes of 
this his Lord and Maker. C*+res nommiſubietta 
negatuy, nomine illuditer. Its but aflat mocke- 
ry togiue God highticles, and ro denic him 
anſwerable dwics : and thoſe which doe it, 
are but Chriſhans ina name, and Infidels in 
deede and truth. The true Chriſtian that be- 
leeues from a found heart God to be his Ma- 
ker, cannot butin fome good meaſure from 
the heart obey God his Maker. 
Secondly, G O Dis nvt onely TheLord 
Creator,buralſo T he Lord High ProteQor, 
or Generall Preſeruer of all hiscreatures,and 
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more eſpecially of mankinde. For God is not 
likean artificer ; who when hee bath finiſhed 
his worke, quits hisbandsof it, and leages it 
for-laſtivg or periſhing co the ſtrength ofthe 
materials,wherotir conldts No;we muſt con- 
ceiue a perpetuall Mameznentia mining (as the 
Schoolemen rerme it ) wxhout which, men 
and Angels, heagen and earth, with allthe 
creatures inthe wortd, would in amoment 
fall backe invo that Nothing our of which 
they were at farſt mage Somtthing, Vpon 


this ground Dwamins maintaines; aun eſt Durand. 


dicere de quannts ereatura, quod gquamadin &jt, rea- 
rar a Dzv.\Ne may truelyſay of any creature, 
that ſo long asit ls, ſo long God Creates it, 
His meaning is, that Creation andthisCon- 
{ernarion are the ſame aQtion being confide- 
redin Godyand only differthus : ThatCreati- 
onreipetsthe Being of the Creature,as new- 
ly prodacedour of Nothing by Gods infinite 
power ; and this Preſervation. teſpets the 
Beeing ofthe {ame creature, as contibually 
fupported from falling into nothing; by the 
ſame. ibfinice power of G O D, , But to ler 
Schoolt-ipeculations paſſe; the Scripture can 
buſt reach vs, how this tirle of Viniuerſall Lord 
F 3 Protecor 


Colofe 1. 


Heb.1.2. 


Z0. 
ProteQor belongeth vntothe Almighty, He i 


"7* before all things,andin bimall things Subſiſt, faith 


the bleſſed Apoſtle. And againe,Omnia portar, 
Hee beareth op all things by his mighty power, 
Sothat ifthis our great Supporter, ſhould but 
for a moment withdraw his Preſeruing power, 
the whole world inthe twinkling of an eye, 
would yaniſh into Nothing, Neither isit our 
Bcing only, which depends vpon Gods con- 
tinuall preſeruation ; but all our well-beeing 
isalſo deriued from his gratious prouidence 
and proteRion, Ir is this bountifull Lord 
which opens bis hand,and filleth cvs with his bleſ= 


» fings; which holdeth his hand ouervs, and 


keepes vs out of manifold dangers, which 
ftrercherh out his helping hand vatovs, and 
pluckes vs outofall our miſeries, Such a Ge- 
nerall Powerfulland Carctul Lord ProteQor, 
is our God vnto vs. Now this being granted, 
isit not aneffeQuall motiue to make allmen 
dutifull and obedient ynto ſuch aLord 2 Iam 
{ure that our Souereigne Lords vpoen earth, 
for this very cauſeofproteCting their ſubieRs, 
and maincaining them in peace and ſatety ; 
challenge and iuſtly challenge, both obedi- 
ence and tribute artheir hands, How much 

more 


39- 
more then may the Souereigne Lord of Hea- 
uen, who proteds both Prince and People, 
challenge the tribute of obedience fro them 
both > Out of doubt he will and doth require 
it, andtherefore it isour beſttopay it. The 


wiſe Salomontells vs, There is noriſing vþ againſt 7r9-3+ 


the King, And the Hebrewes haue a Prouer- 
biallſaying : Migrandum ex loco in quo Rex non 
ftimetur, It is time to leaue thar Countre 
where the King is not feared : as if alwaies 
{ome great iudgement wetc hanging ouer it. 
What then may wethinkis like to befallthar 
Nation, which is vp inrebellion againſt their 
heauenly King , which deny obedience to 
their omniporent Lord, andgratious Protec- 
tor? Iameither much deceiued, orthismat- 
ter ddbth very necrely concerne vs, 'No-Na- 
tion in the world hath ſeene more apparent 
eficts of Gods admirable prote&tion- ouer 
them,then we hauedone.' No Nation inthe 
world hath been more laded, and.ouetr lated 
with plenty of all mannerof bleflings, then 
wehaue been :' And ( which Tam ſorrie ma 
truly be added )no Nation inthe World bath 
ſhewed themſelues more careleſſe, and thank. 
lefle' and graceleſle:; towards fo gratiou? a 
wh Lord, 


Teremie 15« 


Verſe 6, 


P{l.9.7 
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Lord, and mighty Protetor then wee have 
dane. Icannatibinke ofthe general impie- 
tie of thele times , but methinkes L fee with- 
all a terrible blackeſtorme gathering oucraur 
heads: mee thigkes L fee God withdrawing 
his wonted {2uourable proteGion from vs, 
and ſuffering vs tobe ouerwhelmed with fuch 
iudgemcnts, as our folly and impicty hath 
long agoc dglerued. Thereis but one meancs 
to, prevent thoſe mileries which haſten tos 
wards vs; and.tbat is, betimes to ceaſe from 
farther prquoking aur mighty and gratiaus 
Prote or. Protoke menot th anger by the warkes 
of you bands, and I'will doe you no barme: it is 
Gods owne promile, by the mouth aftheho- 


ly Prophet. 


I ary now come to the thirdand latRe- 
ſpe, whereia Godis truely tiled, The Lord; 
thatisahe Vniuerſall Lord auerall maxkinde. 
And thisis, in regard of his, ludiciary Qthce 
and Powes,, which makeshimtherrucLord 
Chiete luſtice through. the-whale warld, For 
the Othee; it:is inexpreſſe termesaſeribed vn- 
robin bythePfalmift, The Lord hath prepur 
red lie threnefirindge wen# ; for be ſball indge the 
World Witt chnoaſe, av and. the people with 
equity, 
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equity, And this Office, doth not onely extend 


it {elfe to the puniſhing of the wicked who 
hate God ; but to Gods owne children alſo 


when they diſobey him. I will vifit their tranſ- P/al.89, 31. 


greſiions with the rodde, and their iniquity wish 
/iripes, None but ſuch prophane Atheilts, 
who wiſh Godout of this Office, durſt cuer 
denie it to belong 'vnto him, Marcion was an- 
ciently branded in the fore-head for this 
hereſie: - Iudicts officinns 4 Deoremouct, QF et f0- 
lum boaitatem adſcribit, ſaith Tertullias But no 
doubt long ſince, his owne experience hath 
made him recantthis errorinhell}Irmay be, 
though God haue this Office ofan-yniuerſall 
ludge over all the wotld, yerthis Circuit is ſo 

large,that he wants Poweror Meanesfully to 

exccuteir, This cannot be imagined ; the 

con:rary ſo euidently-appeares thorough the 


whole Scripture, When alt fleſh!had corrupted Gen 6.12. 


their waizs open earth,an end ofallfleſhiispre- 
ſently determined by'the Iudge of heauen , 
atid thewholeworldisſentenced to bedrow- 
ned; andthe ſentenceis as eaſily executed; as 
ifithad bzene pronounced -but again(t fome: 


one particular main, 'Whew-the crieof Sodome_,Gen.1s. 


and Gomorrah bad piercedshe heauens,- Goa ad 
We G iudgel 


Pſal.33. 


42 


iudged themto be burned with fire and brimſtone ; 


and preſently he rained fireand brimſtone vp- 
on their heads, 1 will not trouble you with 
heaping vp morecxamplesof Gods power in 
this kinde ; I had rather ſtirre you vp to feare 
and obedicncc,vpon conſideration ofthe yn- 
reliſtable power of this Supreame and Vni- 
uerſall Iudge. Shall the Lyon roare and ſhall 
not the beaſts of the field quake ? Shall the 

reatludge of heauen threaten vengeance a- 

ainſt rebellious ſinners, and ſhall not duſt 
and aſhes fall downe at his feete, and humbly 
ſue for mercy ?;Shall the Diuell himſelfe ypon 
the knowledgeof Gods ſupreame ludiciary 
power belecue and tremble, and ſhall men 
more Diueliſh'then the Diuell belecue God 
tobe an Omniporent Lord and Vniuerſall 
Judge, and yet neuer tremble atthe matter?Ir 
were hard to:thinke there were any ſuchGy- 
ants inthe world, who durſt fight againſt God, 
and de{piſc both the:Office and Power of this 
Soueraigne Lord, and Vniuerſall ludge, but 
that wee ſcethem daily with our eyes, and 
heare them with oureares, Is not the ſtrong 
Churh-robber, one of theſe Gyants, who 
dares openly ſay ; Come let vs take the houſes 


of 
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of Godinto poſſeſron ; neuer fearing that which 
followes ; O my God, makethem like a wheele, 
and like [tubble beforethe winde, Is not the abo- 
minable {wearer one of theſe Gyants, who 
dares tolle and tumble the reuerend name of 
God in his foule mouth, though God haue 
threatnedthart for ſuch irreligious oathes the 
landſhall mourne. Is not cuery filthy forni- 
cator, eucry beaſtly drunkard, and ina word, 
cuery ſhameleſle and daring ſinner of the 
raceol theſe Gyants; who knowingand con- 
teſling that this great Iudge hath already paſ- 
ſed a ſentence of death againſt theſeſinnes, 
yet ſport themſelues withthem, and gibe at 
theludge himſelfe, Tuſh, the Lord ſhall not ſee 
it,neither will the God of Tacob regard it. But [ 
hope there is none heere of this rebellious 
rout: nay I hopecuery man heere preſent is 


inallhumility & obedience ready to ſay vnto 


this great Lord and [udge,as the Iſraelites doe 


inthe Text. Behold, wee come onto thee, for 
thouart the Lord,our God, And now letvs paſle 


from the General|Motiue,vntothe more ſpe- 


ciallin thertwolaſt words, ( Our Goa, ) 


(OurGod: ) The former Mortiue wascom- 
mon tothe 1ſraclites with all other nations: 


G 2 


for 


1 Cor.6.9, 


4 'n 
for God isthe Creator, ProteQor, and udge 
ofallmen: but this is proper vnto them, as 
they madethe Body of Gods viſible Church, 
foritisthe Church alone, which can chal- 
lenge God by peculiar right to bec her God, 
And this ſhee may doe in a double reſpe&. 
Ture confederationis, Tureredemptionis, By right 
ofCouenant, or confederation ; and by right 
of Ranſome or Redemption. 

: Firſt, by right of Coucnant eſtabliſhed be- 
twixt Godand the ſced of Abraham. I'will eſla- 

Gen.17-7- bliſh my Conenant betwixt mee andrbee, and thy 

RO ſeed after thee, And for further ratification of 
this couenant, God would needs haucthe 
ſealeofcircumcifion put vntoit. If this bee 
not enough, God ouer and abouc hath con- 
firmed it, by wearing thereunto, /ſware vnto 

Exh. 16-8. thee, and entred info a couenant With thee.and thou 
becameſt mine. In reſpeR of this ſpeciall Coue- 
nant, God claimed the lewes for his ſpeciall 
inherirazice & peculiar people ; and they chal- 
lenged|him forTheir God, in a more ſpeciall 
manner, then all the world beſides could doe., 
Now as God was by a ſpeciall couenant God, 
ofthe [ewes vnderthe Old Teſtament,ſonow 
he is become God of the Chriſtians vader the 


N EW, 
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New. Our Baptiſme isthe ſealing ofthis Co- 
uenant, wherein the bleſſed Trinity, Father, 
Sonne, and Holy Ghoſt, recciue theparty 
Baptized intoſpeciall fauourand proteRion; 
and the party there indents. with theſame 
bleſſed Trinity, ſo ſoone as he ſhall cometo 
vnderſtand this Couenant, preſently ro. for- 
fare the Dinell and all bis workes, conStantly to 
belecue Gods holyWord,and obedjently to keepe his 
commandements,: Now [ haueſhewedthe Na- 
tureand quality of this Couenant,whichthen 
warranted thelſraclites; and now warrants vs 
Chriſtians, to call God, Our God; let.vscon- 
f1der how forcible itis or oughtto bet to draw 
ys all vnto obedience, - :' 

1: Firſt, this ;very Couenant .muit put vsin 
nds af bedience; becauſe otherwiſe wee 
looſethe Benefit thereof, fornot Taking hold 


of the ſaid Couenanr, The Prophet Eſay hath * C ns - 


taught vs, that the keepipg of Gods comman.” 
dement, - and-chuſig the-rhings that pleaſe 
him; 5 the very. taking hold'of this Couc- 
nant:- dnd' therefore: it will follow-from the 
contrary, \;tharthedeſpiſing of GodsCom- 
mandements, anddoingthoſethings which 
nehatoss js the locling of this hold. 

G 3 Againe, 


dds 


' A” a7 ; . 
e 


Eſay 1.19. 


Leuit.26, 


Verſes. 


Lemit.26. 
Verſe 25. 
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Apaine weare fartherto conſider, that all 
our happines or vnhappines inthis life, and 
after thislife, depends vpon the keeping or 
breaking of this. Couenant. 1fyee will conſent 
and obey , youſhall eat the good things of the land, 
But if you will not obey , but deſpiſe mine Ordinane 
ces,and breake my Couenant, then I will ſet my face 
againſt you, Ge, It isa Chapter worthy ofour 
moſt diligent peruſall, For in itas ina glaſle 
wemay cleercly ſee, how itcomesabout,that 
wethe peopleof this Land, who were ſome- 
tines crowned with all Gods bleſſings, begin 
of lateto beſtrippedout of them one after a- 
nother, and arein danger of being depriued 
otthem all. We may likewiſe ſec,from whence 
it comes that wee haue beene conſumed at 
home withplague & peſtilence, thatabroad 
wee haue fallen before the ſword of the ene- 
my ; intheſeandall other iudgements which 
haue orſhalllight ypon vs, we muſt rake no- 
ticeof Our God, as auecnging the quarrel of his 
Couenant, What quatrell can God haue a- 
gainſt vsabout this Couenant?He hath a:dou- 
ble quarrell, Firſt, for our Hypoctilie; in that 
wee call him Our God, and makeſhew as if we 
were hispecuhir people ; in thatwe call him 
Our 
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Our Father, and pretend thatwee are his true 
children, andyet inthe meane time wee will 
neither ſerue him as Our God, nor loue him 
as Our Father. It is Gods agreement with his 
people : Thouſhalt call mee, ſaying, My Facher, 
and ſhalt not turne fromme, He that will needs 
call God Father, and yet will turne away from 


him in the courſe of his wicked life : 1t God 


Teremie Js 


Verſe 19. 


call him ſonne, it will beno moreto hiscom- _ 


fort, then:when Abrahams ſaid tothe glutton 
in hell... .$onne, Remember that thou inthylife., 
time tookest thy finnefull pleaſures, and therefore 
ow thou muſt be content to vudereoe eternall tor- 
ments. : | (a 

But yet God hatha farther quarrell againſt 
theſe Couenant breakers, andrthar is not on- 
ly for their hypocrilie, bur for their plaine 
treacherie, For as if it were not bad enough 
to forget the Couenant eſtabliſhed betwixt 
God and'them, they moſt traiterouſly ac- 
count. the bloud of this Couenant as an cunholy 
thingand makea newconfederacy with Gods 
knowne'etremies,the world, the fleth andrhe 
diuell, They -ſhamenot to boaſt and brag of 


Lnuzets. 


Heb.10, 
Verſe 29. 


thistheir newileapue; We haue made a Cournant' Eſa 28. ry. 


withdenrh; and with'Hell we are at an agreement. 
£4 But 


2 { hroa7. 
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But ler euery man that by vertue of the 
Couenant calls God hisGod,dereſt all hypo- 
gr_ all treachery;and rememberthat 

is happineſſe depends not vpon theentring 
intoa-Coucnantwith God, but ypon the true 
keeping of theCouenant. And forthe more 
cfiecuall irring vp of cuery man here pre- 
ſent ta repentanceandinewnes of life, accor- 
ding to thetcnor of the Coucnant,I wil adde 
this one thing, That whatſoeuer our carriage 
hitherto hath been, this yery Coucnant may 
allure ys,that Our God,and Our Father,neither 
will nor can refuſe gratiouſly toacceptysinto 
fauour,vpon our ſubmiſſion and amendment. 
He is ingaged by ſpeciall promiſe, 1fmy peo- 
ple,among whom my name is called ypon,doe lum- 
ble themſelues and turne from their wicked wates, 
then will T hzare in heauen,and bemercifull to their 
frune,and heale their land. Promiſſahec tuaſunt, 
& ques falli timeat cum promittss ipſa\Veritas ? 
Thele arethy promiſes, O Lord, and wha 
needs doubt the performance,where Truth it 
{chte makes, the Promiſe 2- But-if-aty man 
ſhould doube whether this Promiſe beſttong 
enough to binde God, to accept the ſyubmil- 
ſion'ot a rebellious ſervants: yerthereisno 
Le doubt 


49. 
doubt, but his tender fatherly affeion is 
ſtrong enough, to make him accept theſub- 
miſſion of a Repenting Childe. Ephraim is my 77. ;. 14. 
deare ſonn?, therefore my bowels are troubled for 
bim ; and Iwill ſurely haue compaſſion vpon him, 
ſaith the Lord, Let'vs: therefore now; at laſt 
come vnto our God,with humble, lowly,and 
penirent heatts,andthen wee ſhallpeedeno. 
wor(c then theProdigallchildedid :[Thatis, 
our louing Father will haue compaſſion vpon 
vs, hee will run and fall vpon our neckes , hze will Lu:.15.20. 
kiſſe -vs, and put the beſh Robe , eventhe rich Robe 
of his wel-beloned Sonnes righteouſnes VÞonrvs. 
- There retygines theothertitle of Redemp. 
tion to be briefly touched; inregard whereof 
the-lfraclites terme God; their God, andon 
the other ſide Godalſotermeth them his pe- 
culiar people: Andthis Redemption wastwo- 
fold : God wascalled their Strong Redeemer, 
and they were tiled the people whom God had 
Redeemed,inregard of rhat famous and mira- 
culous deliverance qurofthe/Egyptianthral- 
dome, God''eſteemed this Temporall and 
Corporallrcdemption ſo great a benefir, and 
foforcible an inducemientto Obedicnce,that 


hee thought it fit to bee ingraueniin the fore- 
bed front 


169 19. 
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front of his ten Conmumandements, Yetthis 

isnotit which I purpoſe now to infliſt vpon. 

There is therefore another Redemption 

wroughtby the bloudy Paſſion of the Meflias; 

obſcurcly repreſented inthe Leuiticall Sacri- 

fices,more plainly deſcribed by the Prophets, 

but moſteuidently painted ourynto'vs by the 

holy Apoſtles, 'This'is ourSpirituall and eter- 
nallRedemprion, whereby wearetedeemed 

outof the iawesof'the (divell., from. crernall 

Death and Damnation of body and ſoule, 

which otherwiſe, we muſt haue vndergone,& 
indured world withoutend, Now albeitthe 
Generall Power of this redemprion extend it 
ſelfevato the whole world yer the Declarati- 
on & Application thereof belongs in ſpeciall 
manner vat6 theChurch;&theretoreitis the 
Church whichour ofthis re{pe&, calls God, 
her God; andiitislikewiſe'the Church, which 
forthis cauſe God owns as his peculiatpeo+ 
ple. This is theRedemption whereof cuery 
memberofthe church'oughtwithholyloh,to 
take ſpeciall notice; Scio quot Redempror mens 

Viuit, 1know that'imy Redermerdiuerh.And not 
onely ſo ; but knowthar this my Redeemer 
hath ranſomedboth my body and ſoule, nor 

| | bs > with. 


$1. 
with gold or filuer, but withhis owne pre- 

cious bloud ; to the end that being thus Bought , ©, cc, 
With a price, I may glorifie him both in body 
and foule. If all which hath beene former. 
ly vrged, cannot perſlwade-men to returne to 
the obedience and feruice of God, yet this 
Motiuc, that heis Cur God, andthar by Right 
of Redemption {hould inforce vs:thereunto, 
Our Creation our of nothing was.an infinite 

benefit, and tiesvs(traitlyto God our Crea- \ 
tor. But this our Redemption atſuchan ine- 

ſtimable price, when we were worſethen no- 
thiog, is iofinitely greater then that other in- 
finite bencht, and ties ys in a more ſtrait.band 
yato God ourRedecmer. QurCreation coſt 
G2dno morebutthe word (peaking,Dixit & 
fattumeſt, hee [aidit, and bee did ir; but our re- 
demption wasnot ſocalily wrought ; Mulra 
fulit fecitque Deus, ſudauit (F alfic, What man 
ſo thankleflſethat would not for eueracknow- 
ledge him. for.. his. good ;Lord ;and Pa- 
tron, aud ſtriye to. doe; him all. acceptable 
ſeruice, who had but redeemed him fromthe 
Turkilh (lauery,and rowing chained in their 
allyes. How much morethenſtand we obli- 
ged in all dury and ſeruige vnto our God, 
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who hath redeemed vs from beeing the 
(aues of Sathan, from the chaines of darke- 
nefle, and cuerlaſting damnation.They haue 
no {enſeofthis Redemption, nor no part as 
yet in it, who are not inflamed thercby ro 
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become a peculiar people pnto him, zealous of good 
workes.Butalas,where ſhall God our Redce- 
mer findeſuch zealous ſetuarits,amongit mil. 
lionsofmen that*confefſe and profefle them- 
{clues to be redeemed with his blood 2 The 
World and the Fleſh haue a world of Ser- 
uants atcommand ; nay the diuell himſelteis 
ſowell attended, that Saint Cyprian brings 
him in, thus'bragging againſt our Sauiour 
Chriſt, and-infulting ouer'vs filly and finfull 
wretches, Egepro iftis necſanguinem fudiy4& c. 
I haue ſpilt no one drop of Loud fordny of 
theſe, I haue taken no paines to doe them 
aty good 'nay alÞtny ſtudy and paines euer 
was,andcuerſhallbe;to bringthetnto dearh, 
and etertialldamnation; Notwithſtandiogall 
this; Twostales demonſtra mhi Chriſte, Chriſt, 
(itthou canſt) ſhew me ſo many, ſo buſy, ſo. 
painetull,ſodutifull ſrruant#ot thine, as | am 
able to ſhewyntsthee euery where of mine, 
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O whataſhameis it ynto vs all that beare the 
name of Chriſtians, Hec dici potuiſſe,L7 non po- 
euiſſe refelli ; That ſuch things may truely bee 
obiced againſt ys bythediuell, andcannor 
truely be denied,or confuted by ys, | 

O whata griefe is itvato ourLord Chriſt, 
that a curſed Murtherer ſhould be able to en- 
tiſe away ſo many ſeruants, from ableſſed 
Redeemer ?- This point(hould rather be pro- 
ſecuted with reares, then words ; nothing 
now remaines,but that euery man heere pre- 
ſeat, ſearch into his owne heartand life, in- 
quire and finde out his owne proper ſinnes, 
rurne ſpeedily from his wicked waies; andthar 
all of vs ſay with a ioynt and conſtant reſolu- 
tion astheſe l{raclites did : Behold, wee come 
onto thee, fOY thou art the Lord, our God. 


T Hat Almighty God who haththis day cal- 
ted vs vnto him by his word, draw vs vato 
him by the effeRuall operation of his holy 
Spirit; that ſo renouneing the ſeruice of the 
World, the Fleth, and the Diuell, and retur- 
ning vnto the Seruiceof our true Lord ; weo 
may recauer his fauour here, and enioy his 
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cuerlaſting* fauour- hereafter, Grant. this 
moſt metcifull Father, tar the. infiaite 
| merits of 'thy wel-beloued Sonne, 
»$owhom withtheeand the Holy 
" "Ghoſh beaſcribedall Prailc, 
' | {-:P@wer,Maicſty; and Do- 
-: 5 *- mminion; this. dayand, 
| for cuer Amen. ; © 
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